
Exercise Noble Skywave 
24-25 October 2013 

Capt Rachel Clow 



   Run a high frequency 
exercise open to military and 
CFARS* participants during 
C&E week 2013.   

 
 
 

*CFARS (Canadian Forces Auxiliary Radio System)  
- auxiliary HF comms for DND 
- develop and participate in emergency comms   



 

Military HF Ex 
 

• Structured 
• Crypto 
• Chain of Command  
• Multiple capabilities 

 

CFARS HF Ex 
 

• Competition 
• Make contact with 

other participants to 
win points 

• No crypto, ALE, data 
 

 

VS 



3 Distinct Aims: 

• Involvement in C&E 
week 

• Friendly Competition 
• Revitalize HF 

Capabilities (eqpt and 
skills) 

 



Roadblocks 

• Limited budget 
• No CCO until August 
• Timelines 
• Feedback from Units/registration 
• Good Training  

– SSB, ALE, Crypto, Data 
• Working with CFARS & international units 



24 October  
• 3 hour slow start 
• Free Run:  Teams split ALE or SSB-only 

 
25 October  
• Prescribed Contacts: All teams SSB 
• End Ex Message 

 
 

Exercise Construct 



C&E Message/End Ex 
Branch Leader – MGen Neasmith 

VCDS –  LGenThibault 

Colonel Commandant, WWII Vet – HCol Hart 

 



Net Control Station (NCS) 

• Used hotmail as a command 
net 
• Monitored 4 frequencies  
• Available for trouble shooting 
• Tracked scoring 
• directed contacts 



Stats 
• 3 countries 
• 8 official organizations 
• Over 90 teams registered 
• Over 300 participants 
• 25 CFARS teams 
• 44 Canadian Military 

 
• International comms on 

tactical eqpt established 
within 3 hours 

• Falkland/Saskatchewan 
(7500 mi) 

• Raw data available 
 

Alberta 12 
BC 8 
Manitoba 3 
Nova Scotia 9 
New Brunswick 1 
Newfoundland 2 
NWT 2 
Ontario 18 
PEI 2 
Quebec 8 
Saskatchewan 4 
US 15 
UK 7 
Falkland Island 1 
Cyprus 1 
Ascension Island 1 

TOTAL 94 

Geographic Participation 









Lessons Learned 
• Ex design/implementation 

–   Socialization/Buy in    
–   Getting information out 
–   CCO  
–   version control 

• Scoring/competition 
• Ex timings 
• Cost-effective 
• structure 
• Good experience for jr members 

 



Any Questions? 
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